
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Dear Delegates,  
 
Welcome to the 2026 Tallahassee Southern Model United Nations Conference (TSMUN)! Your 
dias for this conference are Director, Kevin Diez, and Assistant Director, McKenna Sanders. We 
are thrilled to be hosting your committee, The United Nations Development Programme 
(UNDP).  
 
Hello Delegates! My name is Kevin Diez, and I am honored to serve as the Director of the 
United Nations Development Programme at TSMUN 2026. I am currently a junior pursuing a 
degree in Political Science at Florida State University, and I aspire to attend law school after 
completing my undergraduate studies. I have been involved in Model United Nations for a few 
years, participating in high school MUN for two years before continuing at the college level, 
where I have been involved for the past year and a half. During this time, I have had the 
opportunity to attend conferences in Tallahassee, Washington D.C., and New York. I look 
forward to seeing the creativity, collaboration, and leadership you will all bring to this year’s 
conference! 
 
Hi, delegates! My name is McKenna Sanders and I am so honored to be your Assistant Director 
this year at TSMUN. This is my first year as part of the Tallahassee State College (TSC) 
Collegiate Model UN team, but my third year in a Model UN space as I participated at the high 
school level for two years. I am a Junior at TSC and actively seeking my degree in Elementary 
Education. I can’t wait to see all that you will accomplish within our committee at this year’s 
conference!  
 

 
The topics under the United Nations Development Programme are:  
 

1.​ Infrastructure Solutions for Water Scarcity  
2.​ Protecting Water Sources From Industrial Pollution 

 
The United Nations Development Programme is an autonomous, subsidiary body of the UN, 
founded and overseen by the UN General Assembly (GA). The UNDP seeks to assist countries 
with the implementation of sustainable development strategies, addressing the causes of conflict, 
and mitigating the risks of crises. The UNDP works with Member States to implement things 
such as early warning systems for crises, poverty programs for people in need, clean technology 
to improve the quality of air and water, along with many more initiatives to promote the well 
being of all people. The UNDP is not a membership organization but rather an agency that works 
within an upwards of 170 countries around the world. The executive board of the UNDP 
typically convenes three times a year.  
 



 

This background guide is written to provide you with a foundation of your topics and a 
substructure for your research. It is highly encouraged that delegates seek out additional sources 
and research of their assigned country, committee, and topics to best prepare them for the 
conference. Delegates should also take note of the positions assumed by their fellow 
Member-States, applicable international frameworks, and prior passed resolutions of relevance to 
the topics of this committee.  
 
Each delegation is required to submit their position paper for the committee. Please send your 
submissions via email to positionpapers@tsmun.org. All delegates must also bring a hard copy 
of 
their position papers to the beginning of the first committee session and present them to the 
dais. For an example guide on position papers, please refer to 
http://www.tsmun.org/position-papers.html. For extended information regarding the conference, 
preparation resources, scholarship opportunities, and additional pertinent 
information, please visit http://www.tsmun.org/position-papers.html. Should you have any 
inquiries prior to the conference, do not hesitate to contact us at undp@tsmun.org. Please note 
that any position papers submitted in an incorrect format will not qualify for awards. We look 
forward to engaging with you all at the conference. Best of luck, we can’t wait to see everything 
you will all achieve! 
 
Sincerely,  
 
Kevin Diez, United Nations Development Programme Director  
McKenna Sanders, United Nations Development Programme Assistant Director 
 
 
 

Committee Overview  
 
Introduction 
The United Nations Development Programme is the lead international development agency 
within the United Nations. The goal of the UNDP is to eradicate poverty, promote inclusivity, 
and assist in Member-States’ progress and stability.  The UNDP operates by working alongside 
governments and other partners to advance sustainable development and stability in 
approximately 170 countries. The UNDP’s focus is to see all countries achieve the 17 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). The Executive Board of the UNDP also oversees the 
United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) and The United Nations Office for Project Services 
(UNOPS). The Executive Board of the UNDP is composed of 36 representatives that serve in 
4-year terms alongside the Executive Bureau of the Board. They typically meet three times a 
year to discuss strategies for achieving the 2030 Agenda, an Agenda designed by the UN that 



 

consists of 17 sustainable development goals - created to better the planet, livelihoods of people, 
and instill prosperity everywhere. The 2030 Agenda is a plan of action to transform the globe 
through safeguarding water, ending poverty, ensuring equitable access to education, restoring 
ecosystems, reducing inequality, and more for all people worldwide. The UNDP also discusses 
development issues, peacemaking, climate resilience, and more.  
 
Committee Mandate  
The mandate of the Development Programme is to end poverty, build democratic governance, 
rule of law, and inclusive institutions. The UNDP promotes change and connection to 
knowledge, experience, and resources through advocacy of policies that aim to achieve this. The 
UNDP has created six signature solutions: Poverty and Inequality, Governance, Resilience, 
Environment, Energy, and Gender Equality, all with the core focus on building better lives for 
all. These serve as comprehensive approaches to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. 
The UNDP encourages countries to expand and advance policies, leadership skills, partnerships, 
institutional capacities, and resilience to reach the SDGs.  
 
 
 
History  
The United Nations Development Programme was established in November 1965 following a 
decision made by the General Assembly to merge the United Nations Expanded Programme of 
Technical Assistance (EPTA) and the United Nations Special Fund1. The choice to consolidate 
the two prior established bodies emerged to reduce duplicate and overlapping initiatives; the 
merger was marked by the greater efficiency achieved through a single unified body. The UNDP 
became fully operational with the commencement of its first meeting in January 1966.2 There, 
the governing representatives, at the time, unanimously adopted a 13-point agenda that would 
serve as guidance and focus for the UNDP as a new organization. The UNDP was especially 
invaluable during the late 1990s; the UNDP revolutionized conversations surrounding human 
development globally . The UNDP was responsible for producing the first Human Development 
Report (HDR) in 1990. This HDR shifted the method of measuring progress and sparked 
considerations over the lives being lived by citizens of many nations3. The UNDP also played a 
vital role in the recovery of Rwanda after the genocide that plagued their nation in the 
mid-1990s. The UNDP worked to establish new elections and policies within the state of 
Rwanda and helped Rwanda to establish their footing once again. More recently, the UNDP has 
aided in post COVID-19 recovery and provided assistance to areas in need. The UNDP works to 

3 United Nations Development Programme, Human Development Report 1990: Concept and 
Measurement of Human Development, Oxford UP, 1990, 
https://hdr.undp.org/content/human-development-report-1990 

2 United Nations Development Programme, “Sixty Years of UNDP”, UNDP, 
https://www.undp.org/sixty-years-undp 

1 United Nations Development Programme, “Sixty Years of UNDP”, UNDP, 
https://www.undp.org/sixty-years-undp. 

https://hdr.undp.org/content/human-development-report-1990
https://www.undp.org/sixty-years-undp?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.undp.org/sixty-years-undp?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

foster change and connection throughout Member-States, and this is evident in all they have 
achieved since its formation in 1965. Today, the UNDP is working diligently to create strides in 
Asia related to youth empowerment and waste management, as well as many global climate 
initiatives and more.  
 
 
 
Governance, Structure, and Mandate  
The UNDP is a subsidiary body that operates under the UN General Assembly, one of the most 
integral organs of the UN. It is made up of an Executive Board which has 36 representatives, and 
an Executive Bureau of the board that consists of 1 president and four vice-presidents, all serving 
4-year terms.4 The Executive Board is elected by the United Nations Economic and Social 
Council (ECOSOC). The Board is represented by five regional groups: African States (8 
Members); Asia-Pacific States (7 Members); Eastern European States (4 Members); Latin 
America and Caribbean States (5 Members); Western European and Other States (12 Members). 
This structure is set up very similarly in relation to other bodies of the UN, such as the 
Commission on the Status of Women (CSW). Other positions within the UNDP also include the 
Secretariat: The Deputy Secretary, Coordination Specialist, and Executive Board Specialist. Each 
position is crafted and filled to ensure efficiency and smooth operations throughout the UNDP. 
At each regular session, members adopt decisions that must be voted on by majority. Decisions 
made in the UNDP, forgo preambulatory paragraphs to maximize action, focus, and efficiency. 
Each member of the UNDP has one equal vote and decisions must be made by consensus. 
Beginning in 1994, each decision adopted by the UNDP is recorded by the Secretariat of the 
agency. 5 
 
Conclusion 
The UNDP is fundamental in guiding and supporting an upwards of 170 Nations towards more 
stability, climate resiliency, democratic governance, ending poverty, and reducing inequality. The 
UNDP makes a great impact and plays a vital role through advocacy for change and connection 
globally. The Development Programme leads many projects that seek to serve the people of the 
globe and that aim to achieve the SDGs set by the UN. The UNDP is the lead agency within the 
UN and continues to promote initiatives that guide countries towards greater progress, greater 
foundations, and greater futures.  
 
 
 
 

5 United Nations Development Programme, “Decisions of the Executive Board”, UNDP, 
https://www.undp.org/executive-board/decisions-of-the-board 

4 United Nations Development Programme, “Executive Board”, UNDP, 
https://www.undp.org/cnr/node/2736 

https://www.undp.org/executive-board/decisions-of-the-board?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.undp.org/cnr/node/2736?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

 
 

Topic 1: Infrastructure Solutions for Water Scarcity  
 

 
Introduction  
Access to safe and sufficient water is essential for human survival, economic growth, and 
environmental balance. Yet, even in the twenty-first century, billions of people still lack reliable 
access to clean water. Water scarcity, which occurs when the demand for water exceeds the 
available supply or when existing resources are unsafe for use, has become one of the most 
urgent challenges facing the international community. This issue affects countries across all 
regions and is intensified by population growth, urban expansion, pollution, and the accelerating 
effects of climate change. According to the United Nations, nearly half of the global population 
experiences severe water scarcity for at least part of each year, while about two billion people 
live in countries experiencing high levels of water stress.6 

The problem extends far beyond naturally dry regions. Even areas with abundant rainfall face 
shortages when infrastructure for storing, treating, and distributing water is inadequate or poorly 
maintained.7 Leaks, contamination, and uneven access are common in systems that have not been 
updated for decades. Inadequate infrastructure also reduces agricultural productivity, limits 
industrial growth, and contributes to persistent food insecurity.8 These challenges reveal that 
water scarcity is not only an environmental concern but also a governance and development 
issue.9 

The United Nations Development Programme, as the leading development agency within the 
UN, plays a crucial role in helping countries strengthen their infrastructure and promote 
equitable access to water. Through long-term investment, policy support, and collaboration with 
local communities, the UNDP assists Member States in developing systems that are resilient, 
inclusive, and sustainable.  

Current Situation 
Water scarcity arises from a combination of physical shortages and weaknesses in water 
management systems, including limited institutional capacity and poor governance. Physical 
scarcity occurs when natural water sources are insufficient to meet demand, while economic 
scarcity happens when water exists but cannot be delivered effectively due to limited 

9 World Bank, “Water Resources Management Overview”, 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/waterresourcesmanagement/overview 

8 Food and Agriculture Organization, “Water and Soil Resources”, FAO, 
https://www.fao.org/soils-portal/soil-water/soil-water-resources/en/ 

7 United Nations, “UN World Water Development Report 2024”, UN, 
https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2024/03/un-world-water-development-report/ 

6 United Nations/UN‑Water, “Water Scarcity and Water Stress” 

https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/blog/2024/03/un-world-water-development-report/?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

infrastructure or poor governance. Many developing nations experience both forms at once. In 
some regions, old and damaged systems lose enormous quantities of treated water before it 
reaches consumers. Globally, it is estimated that nearly one-third of all treated water is lost 
through leaks and outdated pipelines. In other cases, rapid urbanization outpaces the ability of 
local systems to deliver clean and reliable water to expanding populations. 

Agriculture remains the largest consumer of freshwater, accounting for about seventy percent of 
global withdrawals.10 Traditional irrigation methods, such as flood irrigation or open-channel 
systems that lose water through evaporation and seepage, often waste significant amounts of 
water, leaving farms vulnerable during periods of drought. For rural communities that depend on 
farming, these inefficiencies threaten both livelihoods and food security. Industrial and energy 
sectors also place immense pressure on water resources, as factories and power plants rely 
heavily on water for cooling, cleaning, and production. Without proper treatment facilities, 
wastewater from these sectors often returns to rivers and lakes untreated, increasing pollution 
and reducing available freshwater supplies.11 

The impact of climate change further intensifies the crisis. Higher temperatures, unpredictable 
rainfall, and extended droughts are diminishing water availability worldwide. In the Middle East 
and North Africa, countries such as Jordan and Yemen are among the most water-scarce, relying 
heavily on depleting groundwater reserves. Across Sub-Saharan Africa, unpredictable rainfall 
patterns threaten crops and livestock, often leading to food shortages and migration. Even 
developed regions such as California and Australia face recurring droughts that expose 
vulnerabilities in infrastructure and planning. 

The human consequences of water scarcity are severe. In communities where water is limited or 
unsafe, diseases such as cholera and dysentery spread easily. In many regions, women and 
children must travel long distances each day to collect water, which reduces opportunities for 
education and employment. These realities reinforce existing inequalities and hinder social and 
economic development. The World Bank estimates that without significant reform, water scarcity 
could reduce economic growth in some regions by up to six percent by 2050, increasing poverty 
and instability.12 

 
 

12 World Bank, “Water Resources Management Overview”, 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/waterresourcesmanagement/overview 

11 United Nations Environment Programme, 2017 UN World Water Development Report: Wastewater — 
The Untapped Resource, UNESCO and UN‑Water, 20 July 2017, 
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/2017-un-world-water-development-report-wastewater-untapp
ed-resource 

10 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, “The State of the World’s Land and Water 
Resources for Food and Agriculture: Managing Systems at Risk”, FAO, 2011, 
https://www.fao.org/3/i7959en/I7959EN.pdf 

https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/2017-un-world-water-development-report-wastewater-untapped-resource?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/2017-un-world-water-development-report-wastewater-untapped-resource?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

Actions Taken by the UN 
The United Nations has worked for decades to improve global access to clean and reliable water. 
Through a network of specialized agencies, the UN addresses water scarcity by supporting 
infrastructure development, sustainable water management, and stronger governance. The United 
Nations Development Programme leads many of these efforts, working closely with other UN 
bodies such as the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP), the United Nations 
Children’s Fund (UNICEF), and the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). Together, these 
agencies help countries strengthen capacity, mobilize funding, and deliver practical solutions on 
the ground. 

The UNDP supports governments in developing infrastructure that can provide safe and 
sustainable water access. This includes the rehabilitation of reservoirs, pipelines, and treatment 
plants to improve reliability and reduce loss. In India, for example, UNDP-assisted projects have 
modernized rural systems and provided cleaner water to millions of residents. In the Sahel 
region, UNDP and FAO have introduced small-scale irrigation systems and water storage 
projects that help communities adapt to recurring drought.13 At the same time, UNEP and 
UNIDO promote cleaner production practices that reduce industrial water pollution and protect 
freshwater ecosystems. 

UNICEF and the World Health Organization (WHO) contribute to improving water quality and 
public health through the Joint Monitoring Programme for Water Supply, Sanitation, and 
Hygiene (JMP). This initiative tracks global progress toward access to safe water and sanitation, 
providing key data for governments and organizations to act effectively.14 UNICEF also leads 
community-level projects that expand safe water and sanitation facilities, particularly in schools 
and emergency settings. 

The UN system has also supported wastewater treatment and water reuse as long-term solutions 
to scarcity. In countries such as Tunisia and Morocco, UNDP and UNEP backed projects have 
shown that recycled wastewater can safely be used for agriculture, reducing demand on 
freshwater sources and supporting rural livelihoods. The promotion of nature-based solutions, 
such as reforestation, wetland protection, and sustainable land management, has further 
improved water storage and quality in many regions. Renewable technologies, including solar 
powered pumps and small desalination units, are increasingly used in remote and coastal 
communities to provide clean water while minimizing environmental impact. 

14 UNICEF and World Health Organization, Joint Monitoring Programme (JMP) for Water Supply, 
Sanitation and Hygiene, https://washdata.org/ 

13 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, “Pro‑Sahel: Innovation and Technology in 
Small‑Scale Irrigation Systems for Small‑Scale Producers in the Sahel”, FAO, 
https://www.fao.org/science‑technology‑and‑innovation/about/pro‑sahel‑innovation‑and‑technology‑in‑smal
l‑scale‑irrigation‑systems‑for‑small‑scale‑producers‑in‑the‑sahel/en 

https://washdata.org/


 

Finally, the UN works to strengthen governance so that progress remains sustainable. The UNDP, 
alongside UN-Water and FAO, supports countries in adopting Integrated Water Resources 
Management (IWRM) practices that balance agricultural, industrial, and domestic needs.15 These 
efforts include improving local participation in decision making, promoting gender-inclusive 
management, and ensuring that water policies are transparent and equitable.16 Through these 
combined actions, the UN continues to guide Member States toward achieving Sustainable 
Development Goal 6: Clean Water and Sanitation, ensuring that water infrastructure supports 
both people and the planet. 

 
Regional and International Framework 
Because rivers, aquifers, and weather systems cross borders, countries rely on shared 
frameworks to guide cooperation and investment. At the international level, the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development sets out Sustainable Development Goal 6, which focuses on clean 
water and sanitation. Its targets include universal access to safe drinking water, improved 
sanitation, increased efficiency, and the protection of water-related ecosystems. This goal is 
supported by multiple UN agencies and international partners, all of which coordinate their 
efforts to ensure that progress in one area reinforces another. UN-Water coordinates these actions 
across the UN system, bringing together over thirty organizations to align strategies, share data, 
and avoid duplication of effort. The World Health Organization and UNICEF manage the Joint 
Monitoring Programme, which tracks household access to water and sanitation, providing critical 
data for governments and development partners. Together, these global frameworks create a 
structure for accountability and help countries set measurable objectives in line with international 
standards. 

Climate and disaster frameworks also guide national planning. Many countries include water 
storage, flood protection, drought management, and climate-resilient supply systems in their 
national climate commitments. The Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction encourages 
risk-informed water infrastructure, early warning systems, and land-use planning that prevent 
communities from settling in high-risk flood zones.17 Integrating these frameworks helps 
countries design water systems that can withstand both short-term shocks and long-term stress. 

Regional cooperation builds on this foundation. In Africa, the African Water Vision 2025 
supports integrated water resource management and helps river basin organizations coordinate 
drought plans and investment projects. In the Middle East and North Africa, countries work 
together to manage shared groundwater resources and develop desalination standards. In 

17 UNDRR, “What is the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction?”, 
https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/what-sendai-framework 

16 Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations, Integrated Water Resources Management 
and Gender, FAO, https://www.fao.org/land-water/water/watergovernance/en/ 

15 UN-Water, Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM), United Nations, 
https://www.unwater.org/water-facts/integrated-water-resources-management 

https://www.undrr.org/implementing-sendai-framework/what-sendai-framework
https://www.fao.org/land-water/water/watergovernance/en/


 

countries across the Asia-Pacific region, the Integrated Water Resources Management framework 
helps coordinate planning across borders and sectors to balance urban, agricultural, and 
ecological needs. Latin America and the Caribbean have advanced regional dialogues that 
promote rural water access, improved governance, and watershed protection for major cities. 
These initiatives allow countries facing similar climate and economic conditions to exchange 
solutions, pool expertise, and create stronger regional resilience to drought and water stress. 

Financing remains one of the most consistent challenges. The World Bank, regional development 
banks, and international climate funds such as the Global Environment Facility and the Green 
Climate Fund provide support for large-scale water projects that strengthen resilience, control 
pollution, and restore ecosystems.18 The UNDP often acts as an implementing partner, helping 
countries design projects that meet both technical and social goals. By aligning projects with 
international frameworks, countries gain access to funding, improve coordination between 
ministries, and strengthen accountability in how resources are used. These partnerships not only 
expand the reach of national programs but also foster trust between governments and citizens. In 
the long term, stronger international cooperation helps ensure that water systems remain 
adaptable, transparent, and sustainable. These are essential traits for achieving universal access 
to clean water and sanitation. 

 
Conclusion 
Water scarcity is not an isolated environmental issue. It is a development crisis that touches 
health, education, industry, and peace. The persistence of water scarcity highlights the need for 
strong institutions, international coordination, and inclusive policy planning at every level of 
government. Without reliable water infrastructure, progress on nearly every Sustainable 
Development Goal becomes more difficult to achieve. The UNDP’s commitment to ending 
poverty and building resilient societies depends on strong foundations of clean water and 
sanitation. Through investment in modern infrastructure, promotion of efficient technologies, 
protection of natural ecosystems, and empowerment of local communities, the UNDP continues 
to lead global efforts to secure water for all. 

Delegates are encouraged to reflect on how infrastructure investment, innovation, and 
cooperation can shape long-term solutions. Consider approaches that combine technology with 
sustainability, ensuring that systems are affordable, accessible, and environmentally sound. Water 
scarcity also presents an opportunity for collaboration between Member States, as shared water 
systems can build trust and strengthen regional partnerships. The collective effort of the 
international community is essential to ensure that future generations inherit a world where water 
is not a privilege but a guaranteed right. By working together, nations can transform water 

18 World Bank, “Water Resources Management,” World Bank Group, 
https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/waterresourcesmanagement 

https://www.worldbank.org/en/topic/waterresourcesmanagement


 

scarcity into an opportunity for resilience, cooperation, and growth, setting the foundation for a 
more stable and sustainable global future. 

 
 
 

Topic 2: Protecting Water Sources From Industrial Pollution  
 
 
Introduction 
Safeguarding water sources from industrial pollution has become an urgent and increasingly 
imperative issue for our globe. Industrial and manufacturing wastes are the leading causes of 
water pollution.19 With an estimated 300-400 million tons of waste discarded annually, industrial 
pollution affects an upwards of 2.7 billion people globally, at least one month out of the year.20 
Industrial pollution can be defined as the contamination of air, water, and soil by harmful 
substances and waste products from manufacturing and other industrial processes. Access to 
clean drinking water for domestic and personal uses is a human right and industrial pollution has 
infringed upon that liberty for a large portion internationally.  The rise of industrialization and a 
prioritization of global production has led to the depletion and contamination of water sources 
across the world. The World Health Organization (WHO) in 2022 estimated that approximately 
1.7 Billion people’s only water source was polluted.21 Protecting water sources from industrial 
pollution is not only necessary for simply providing clean water to all but to also hinder the 
effects of using contaminated water for personal and domestic uses. A lack of clean water 
sources leads to health, environmental, agricultural, economic, and even educational issues.   
 
Current Situation 
Industrial pollution is due to a lack of environmental regulations and enforcement, the use of 
outdated industrial processes, the movement of material between facilities, improper disposal of 
hazardous waste and more. Water sources then become contaminated due to the incorrect 
disposal of wastes, spills, leaks, as well as the direct discharge of waste into water sources. While 
international communities are continually striving for clean water and the promotion of best 
practices, around 80% of industrial wastewater is discarded into bodies of water worldwide.22 

22 United Nations Environment Programme, 2017 UN World Water Development Report: Wastewater — 
The Untapped Resource, UNESCO and UN‑Water, 20 July 2017, 
https://www.unep.org/resources/publication/2017‑un‑world‑water‑development‑report‑wastewater‑untappe
d‑resource 

21 World Health Organization, “Drinking‑water”, WHO, 13 Sept. 2023, 
https://www.who.int/en/news‑room/fact‑sheets/detail/drinking‑water 

20 “29 Facts About Water Pollution,” Culligan Quench, 
https://quench.culligan.com/blog/facts-about-water-pollution 

19 United Nations Population Fund and partners, Global Water and Sanitation Status Report, UNFPA, 
https://unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/globalwater.pdf 

https://quench.culligan.com/blog/facts-about-water-pollution?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://unfpa.org/sites/default/files/pub-pdf/globalwater.pdf


 

Developing nations are impacted the most by this issue due to the stark contrast in regulations, 
infrastructures, and enforcement as opposed to developed nations.  
 
The contamination of water sources leads to grave effects in the global health, environment, 
agriculture, economy, and education of people.23 Polluted water sources give way to infectious 
diseases such as Typhoid, Cholera, and E.Coli as well as chronic illnesses such as nervous 
system issues and in some cases cancer. Furthermore, a lack of clean water hinders proper 
nourishment as unclean water affects the growing of crops and the feeding of livestock which 
impacts a family’s ability to cook, eat, and flourish. Economic productivity is then impacted due 
to the inability to farm land and animals. The economy also suffers due to the sickness of people 
in the workforce, the cost of water clean-up, lowered tourism, etc. Unclean water sources impact 
educational opportunities for children in prominent areas also due to the discussed impacts that 
contaminated water has on the livelihoods of people globally. Protecting water sources from 
industrial pollution is so much more than ensuring clean water, it is the commitment to improve 
and ameliorate the lives of people worldwide.  
 
The United Nations continues to lead directives and initiatives aimed at preserving water sources 
amid increased pollution in an effort to improve the lives of people and bring us closer to the 
2030 agenda. If water sources are not protected from industrial pollution and manufacturing, the 
health and wellness of people worldwide will continue to decrease. The quality of life of global 
citizens, especially those in developing countries, will be on a downwards trend. Unclean water 
is unsustainable for the betterment of the globe; the consequences of inaction are severe.  
 
Actions Taken by the UN 
The United Nations has addressed industrial pollution through various binding agreements, 
international programs and initiatives, in addition to monitoring efforts overseen by multiple 
agencies, especially the UN Environment Programme (UNEP). This work keeps SDG 6 at the 
forefront, which specifically targets a reduction in industrial wastewater. Within the UN, there 
are inter-agency coordination mechanisms that target the safeguarding of water sources from 
industrial pollution such as UN-Water and UN-Habitat.  
The UN also works collaboratively with agencies and stakeholders in an effort to provide clean 
water to all.  
 
The UN began its work with the protection of water sources from industrial contamination in the 
1950s, following the creation of the World Health Organization (WHO). In the early 1950s, the 
WHO developed water quality guidelines, partnered with governments to improve the safety of 

23 World Health Organization, “Drinking-Water”, WHO, 13 Sept. 2023, 
https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/drinking-water 

https://www.who.int/news-room/fact-sheets/detail/drinking-water


 

drinking water, and addressed water pollution as a public health issue.24 The London Convention 
of 1972 on the Prevention of Marine Pollution by Dumping Wastes and Other Matter sought to 
regulate the deliberate disposal of industrial and manufacturing wastes into bodies of water. In 
1978, The UN, through UNEP, established the Global Environment Watering System (GEMS) 
designed to collect and analyze data on the quality of freshwater.25 The UN recognized water 
pollution as an imperative issue to discuss, yet, the access to safe and clean drinking water and 
sanitation was formally recognized as a human right in 2010 by The UN General Assembly.26 7 
years after water was declared a human right, a resolution was passed through The UNEP 
specifically addressing water pollution and the protection of marine ecosystems.27 
 
 More recently, in 2023, the UN water conference took place, which led to the creation of the 
Water Action Agenda: placing an emphasis on accelerated implementation and improved impact 
towards achieving water-related goals such as SDG 6. Currently, the UN has implemented SDG 
indicator 6.3.1 which tracks the proportion of domestic and industrial wastewater flows safely 
treated.28 This is gravely important due to the progress and data collected; this tracking assists in 
the environmental protection of ecosystems, increasing the circular economy, and most 
importantly, improving and safeguarding the health of humans. The indicator tracking prevents 
harmful pathogens and contaminants from polluting water sources, which greatly impacts the 
health of those in scarce areas. This initiative was also implemented with the 2030 Agenda in 
mind; it’s working to improve the quality of water for people, reducing pollution and the release 
of waste into water, and increasing the safe reuse of water globally.  
 
Regional and International Frameworks  
At the international level, The United Nations is committed to protecting all sources of water 
from the threat of industrial pollution and has implemented many frameworks in an effort to do 
so. The 2030 Agenda is the biggest framework for doing so and is at the forefront of all efforts to 
achieve the goals set in the next five years. The 2030 Agenda, specifically Sustainable 
Development Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for 
all. This framework shows the dedication that all Member States have to increasing the safety 
and availability of water sources.  

28 United Nations Statistics Division, “SDG Indicator 6.3.1: Proportion of Domestic and Industrial 
Wastewater Flows Safely Treated,” United Nations, 
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/files/Metadata-06-03-01.pdf 

27 United Nations Environment Assembly, Resolution on Addressing Water Pollution to Protect and 
Restore Water‑Related Ecosystems (UNEA Resolution 3/10), adopted December 2017. 

26 United Nations General Assembly Resolution 64/292, adopted 28 July 2010, recognizes “the right to 
safe and clean drinking water and sanitation as a human right that is essential for the full enjoyment of life 
and all human rights.”  

25 United Nations Environment Programme, “GEMS/Water”, UNEP, 
https://www.unep.org/topics/environment-under-review/gemswater 

24 World Health Organization, “Water Safety and Quality”, WHO, 
https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/water-sanitation-and-health/water-saf
ety-and-quality 

https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/metadata/files/Metadata-06-03-01.pdf
https://www.unep.org/topics/environment-under-review/gemswater?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/water-sanitation-and-health/water-safety-and-quality?utm_source=chatgpt.com
https://www.who.int/teams/environment-climate-change-and-health/water-sanitation-and-health/water-safety-and-quality?utm_source=chatgpt.com


 

Additionally, The UN Watercourses Convention of 1997 established an international framework 
obligating Member States to prevent, control, and reduce watercourse pollution.29 This 
framework calls upon Member States to develop techniques and practices to reduce the pollution 
of water sources, and when necessary, work jointly to do so. It outlines that the pollution of water 
sources can be detrimental to human health and seeks to convey the importance for Member 
States to reduce the contamination of water sources.  
 
Regionally, there are various frameworks that foster collaboration amongst Member States on 
shared water sources and the management of pollution that crosses State borders. The European 
Union Water Framework Directive (WFD) provides a legislative framework to protect all 
groundwater and surface water bodies within the European Union (EU). In the Asia-Pacific 
region, the Agreement on the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources of 1985 encourages 
States of that region to prevent industrial contamination of water and focuses on preserving water 
sources for future generations. Additionally, the United States and Canada have the Great Lakes 
Water Quality Agreement (1972), a framework created to minimize the pollution in the Great 
Lakes Basin. This treaty established monitoring systems and industrial standards as a means of 
controlling toxins that would affect water quality. Many Other Member States have collaborated 
with one another on this topic, each regional framework designed is progress towards clean 
water for all.  
 
Conclusion 
In summary, protecting water sources from industrial pollution is a vital step in ensuring 
worldwide access to clean water. The UNDP and the UN are fervently dedicated to safeguarding 
water sources from contamination in an effort to provide water to all peoples. Protecting water 
sources from industrial pollution is not simply cleaning water but allowing all people the 
opportunity to thrive as clean and safe water affects many facets of day to day life. The right to 
water is being currently infringed upon by a lack of initiative and protection from waste. Access 
to clean water sources is fundamental in the education, agriculture, economy, and overall well 
being of all people and Member States.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

29 United Nations, Convention on the Law of the Non-Navigational Uses of International Watercourses, 21 
May 1997, United Nations Treaty Collection, 
https://treaties.un.org/pages/ViewDetails.aspx?src=TREATY&mtdsg_no=XXVII-12&chapter=27 
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